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Understanding the Psalms, 126
Instructor: R. V. McCabe, Th.D.
Course Outline

Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary
Summer Semester
2008

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
A course designed to assist in developing a greater appreciation for the Old Testament
worship manual, the Psalms. This course looks at the historical development and the
organization of the Psalter. It also aims to use the various literary genres found in the Psalms
as paradigms for further study and worshipful reading in the book of Psalms.
OBJECTIVES:
In this course the student should
1. have an understanding of the historical development of the Psalms,
2. have an understanding of the organization of the book of Psalms,
3. become acquainted with the genres found in the Psalms along with some key psalms
associated with each genre, and
4. acquire an appreciation for the message of the psalms studied.
ASSIGNMENTS:
1. Quizzes: At the beginning of each class, a quiz over the notes from the previous day, which
includes the content from an English translation, may be administered—90% of grade.
2. Reading requirement: The reading assignment for this class is due on Friday, August 1,
2008. The student must turn in a reading report on this day. If the student completes all the
assigned reading by this date, he will receive a 98%. If the student does not complete the
assignment by this day, he will have 1% subtracted from 98% for every 25 pages or
chapters (if from the Bible) that he is short of the total pages due on this date. If the reading
is not turned in on that day, the student receives a zero for this—10% of grade.
The following are the works that the student must read (total pages due is 933; for a full
citation of bibliographic information, see the second page of this handout):
Bullock, pp. 15–238 (224 pp.)
Harman, pp. 8–75 (68 pp.)
Longman, pp. 9–149 (141 pp.)
Psalms 1–150 in NASB or ESV or HCSB (150 Pss)
Psalms 1–150 in NIV or NET BIBLE (150 Pss)
An additional 200 pages from a commentary, any combination of commentaries, or journal
articles that provide an academically expositional and/or theologically-oriented exegetical
examination of various psalms or topics in the psalms The purpose of reading the 200
additional pages is to get you acclimated to the range of literature on the Psalms.
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CLASS ABSENCES:
The policy for absenteeism in summer school is that a student may miss up to two hours of a
class with an unexcused absence and up to six hours with an excused absence. The maximum
number of absences is eight hours of a class. Anyone who is absent from class beyond this
will receive an “F” for this course, except by vote of the faculty in extenuating circumstances.
When a student has consumed his two hours of permissible unexcused absences for a given
course, his final grade will be penalized by 1% per hour of class that he has gone beyond this
limit and extending until he has missed eight hours of class. After this, he will receive an “F”
for the course.
An excused absence is one where the student’s absence is beyond his control. In order to have
his absence excused the student must submit to the course instructor a written explanation
for his absence. Based upon this the instructor will then determine whether or not the absence
should be excused.
TEXTBOOKS:
1. Bullock, C. Hassell. Encountering the Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.
2. Longman, Tremper III. How To Read the Psalms. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1988.
3. McCabe, Robert V. “Understanding the Psalms.” Class notes, Detroit Baptist Theological
Seminary, 2008.
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FULL CITATION OF REQUIRED READING FROM BOOKS AND ARTICLES
Book of Psalms in NASB, ESV or HCSB; Pss 1–150
Book of Psalms in NIV or NET BIBLE; Pss 1–150
Bullock, C. Hassell. Encountering the Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001; pp. 15–238.
Harman, Allan. Commentary on the Psalms. A Mentor Commentary. Ross-shire, Great Britain:
Christian Focus Publications, 1998, pp. 8–75.
Longman, Tremper III. How To Read the Psalms. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988, pp.
9–149.
Various academically expositional and exegetical sources on Psalms, 200 pages
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